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To His Saorel MATESTT, 


CHARLES 


By the Grace of GOD, 
Of Great-Britain, France, and Irelend 


KING, 


Defender of the Faith,&h-c. 


May it pleaſe Your MoltExcelient Majeſty , 


P Neouraged by the Procla- 


WP mation 1 our Majefly was 
Te graciouſly pleaſed to put 
Lev. forth ſome Months once , 

concerning the Fiſhing- 

Trade, and baving gained ſome little 

Experience in that Particular , during 

my ſtay upon the Coaſts of Shotland : 

I preſume humbly to offer to Tour Sacred 

Majeſty the followiug Diſcourſe, being a 

ſhort Deſcription of That , and the Ad- 
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joyning Iſlanas'; the Convemency of the 
_ Place, whit conrſe the Dutch bave con- 
 rinually ales , in order to their carrying 
on that great Buſmeſs; their Infinite 
Gain thereupon , and by what means the 
Indufiry of the Engliſh may render all 
their Trade there inconfaderable. Be- 
ſeeching Your Majeſty's Gracious Ac- 
ceptance of this ſmall Endeavour , from 
one of the Meaneſt , yet amongſt the 
Faitbfulleft of | 


10UR MATESTY'S 


SubjeSs , 


Joun Sw1rTn. 


by 


ASS ISASSS 

Captain John Smith , late of London, Merchant , his 06- 
ſerations of the Iſlands of Orkney and Shotland , with 
the manner of the Hollanders Fiſhing in the North or 
Narrew Seas, on thoſe Coaſts , and the Coaſt of England 


and Scotland : Which doth truly and lively ſet forth the 
great benefit that the Fiſbing Employments will produce, 


$ 


44 


» 


N th year 1633. being then an Apprentice 
to Mr. Matthew Cradock of London Mer- 
chant, one of the Society for the Fiſhing- 
Trade of Great Britain , Was (ent to Sea 
by the right Bonorable , the Earl of 
Pembrook and Mont gomery , and his Afſ- 
ſociates, for the diſcovery of th2 Ifland of 
Md Shotland, the manner and way of Tracang, 

the Profits and Cuſtoms thereof , the (ecling a Staple , building of 

Store-houſes , the viewing the. 2round on thore for landing and 

drying of Nets , making and drying of Fiſh, and the building of 

Block-houſes for the ſecurity of Trade ; The manner of the Hol- 

landers fiſhing for Herring with Buſles , and other Veſlels for Ling 

and Cod, according to th2 Journal kept thereof, is as followeth. 
We ſet ſail from Graveſend the 27th. of April, 1633. and 
having Letters from the Earl of Pembrook to Mr. William Dicks 
of Edinburgh in Scotland , we direted our courſe towards Scor- 
land; but by reaſon of foul weather was forced into Harwich ,. and 
fet ſail from thence the- 30th. Durro; the wind not favouring us 
we came to an Anchor in Tarmmth-roed, and there going on ſhore 
was informed , that th: Hoellanders Buflſes did drive at Sea for 

Herrings on that Coaſt , and that from the Holyss before Tar- 

mouth to Bookneſs in Scotlazd , North North-Eaſt is 96 Leagues , 

and from” Book eſs to the South end of Shotland North and 

By-Eaſt about 53 Leagues. The fifth of May we ſet ſail from 


Yarmonth, and by firels of wind was forced into Scarbrough þ 
er 


e&here going on ſhore was: informed of the Ho{landers Buſſes filhing 
on that Coaſt, and that from Scarbrowgh Northward towards 
({ atneſs,in 45 Fathom or thereabouts, in that fair way is uſually 


the firlt Summer Herrings caught. From Scarbrough we ſet (ail 
and catne to an Anchor before Leirh in Scotland the 13th. Dirro , 
where going on ſhore , and from thence to Edinburgh , delivered 
my Letters to Mr. W:l:am Dicks, who was at that ime Governor 
- ma Iflland of Shetland, and did receive the Revenne of thoſe 
TWflancs. 

Having received my Inſtructions and Letters from Mfr. Will; ans 
Dicks direted to Mr, James Scot , who lived at that time in the 
North parts of the 1ſlands of Shotlad, and was Ayent vr Deputy 
to the ſid Villaws Dicks. | 

We ſet ſail from Leith, and came to an Anchor at Caſter in th: 
Iflands of Orkyey , the 22 Ditto : And becauſe theſe Hlands are 
vety conſiderable as to the Fiſhing Trade , I cannot paſs them by 
without a brief deſcription thereof, which is as followeth. 

The Iſlands of Orkzey are 31 , and lye fram the North and 
North-Eaſt Point of Scotland ; the firſt and Southermott Tland is 
called Ethey, but the great-ft and chiefeft Uland of Orkrey 
is called Maland , which lyeth Southermoſt from the Poimt of 
Catneſs; on the North fide of this great Hland are the Havens, where 
the Ships come to that Trade in thoſe parts, and to the Ifland calted 
Lew, and the Iflands thereabouts. 

The Lewis Iſlands are the Iſlands on the Weſt of Scotland , and 
thoſe Seas , baing alſo very conſiderable as to the Fiſhing Trade , 1 
make bo1d to give account thereof as followeth. 

Theſe Iſlands lying Weſtward from Scotland , and to the North- 
ward of Ireland, are in number 34. 

There are four great Iſlands that lie near the mam Land, 
but the greateſt and chiefelt Iſland 1s called Lews, which lyeth 
Northward from the foreſaid Hands ; but the Northermott of all 
the Iſlands which lyeth towards the Ork axes , about ſxteen Lea 
from Lew#s, is called Rova; betwixt Rova and Orkyey lye forme 
{mall iſlands. The Iſland Lewss lyeth from Shortland South-Weſt 
or more Weftztly about 58 Leazues; and from the South end of 
Lew to the North-Weſt of Freland is 27 Leagues : In-and be- 
eween theſe Iſlands are many very good Sounds: and Havens for 
Ships. Lew with the Iſlands belpnging to it Iye South and By-Weft 
and South South-weft about 29 Leavnes. | 
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I ſhall farther add to my boldne(s , and give You an account of 
the Iſlands of Fere, 

Theſe Iſlands lie No:thward from the Lew Iſlands about 54 
Leagues, and from Shotland Weſterly about 58 Leazues , and are 
in number 22. The Sounds and Havens are many. 

The Sotthzrmok great Iſland is called Swgdro : on th2 North fide 
of this Iſland are ſeveral 200d Sounds and Havens ; but the belt 
and chiefeſt of all the Havens, anJ where all the Trade and Mer- 
chandiſe is, is called Tor-Haves , which lyeth 0: the great Iſland 
Strone, But thee Iſlands being out of my Road , I ſhall repurn to 
my former Diſcourſe on the Coaſt of Orexey and Shotland, 

The South part of Shor{and lyeth about 20 Leagues Northward 
from the Ifland called Afelend ; but between the Iſlands of Orkey 
and Shotland lie two Iſlands , th: one called Fazr-b.Þ, and the 
other called Fxlo; theſe two Iſlands lye about 10 Leagues one 
from the other, Flo lyeth North North-Eaſt from Fair-hill, 

The Iſland Farr-bill lieth from the Noth-Eaſt point of Orkyey 
about 9 Leagues, and the Southermokt point of Shortland 1lyeth from 
Farr-hill North and By-Eaft about 8 Leagues, and from Fals Eaſt 
and Ry-South about four Leagues. | 

Being informed of th2 miner -of the Hollanders Fiſhing for 
Herring, Ling, and Cod , with Bufſes and Dog-r-Boats, in thoſe 
Seas, and the Inhabitants-of the 1{lands manner and way of Fithing, 
we'ſet ſail from 'Caſten , and came to an Anchor by Sunkrough- 
head, being the South partof Shotland, 'th2 third of June, and 90- 
10g a ſhore, ſpake with th2-Good-min of Qwandale, on2 of the 
chef of thoſe parts; thz ſaid Gentlemin with other of-th2 Inha- 
bitants did inform me of their manner of Trading with-the Haxs- 
bargers and others; and of th Hollenders Fiſhing for Herring 0:1 that 
'Coaſt, alſo of their Doger=boats that fith-onely for. Ling and Cod. 

Aftzr :1 had received Information:fromth2 Inhabirants of th2 
ſeveral I{lands, and th2 manner of Fiſhing and Trading there , we 
ſetfail from thenceand came to-an Anchor inyBracey-Sownd , oth2r- 
wiſe called Broad-Soend,.a very $Allant Harbour, where-many.Ships 

-mxy he kand-lockt forall Winds: 

Having informed- my ſelf by the : Inhabitants of thoſe parts of thz 

*manner of :their Trading and-Fithing , and-the Ho{landers: fiſhing 
for” Herrings-driving on that Coaſt , wweſet (ail / from: thence , an1 
cam2 to an Anchor in Evey-Sownd ,'the:Northzrmoſt Sound in 
»Shotantonahe :1 2:Ditta , and there: going onſhore , I ex 
avout 


Ta —_ 
about tx 'or 12 Menths, andin that time travelling the greateſt 
part of the Iſland by Sea and Land, did thereby: better inform my 
telf concerning the manner of Trading and Fithing by the Inhabi- 
rants, and the Hellanders at Sea, 

The Land of Shortland lyeth North and By-Eaſt , and South or 
South and Welt about 60 Miles. . But their many Iflands belonging 
to Shotland , which I ſhall have occafion to mention hereafter. 
That which is moſt conſiderable are the Sounds and Harbours. 
On the Welt ſide of the Southward Point of Shotlard , there is a 
00d Harbour and Sound, called St. Magnus , and on the Eaſt fide 
near Sunbrough-head is a fair Sand-Bay , whete there is good An- 
choring in ten or twelve Fathom ; to the Northward of this la(t 
Sound there is another Sound called Hambrough-Haven, which is 
a lade-place for the Hamburgers and Scots, About 9 or 10 Leagues 
from the Southard point of Shot [axd there is a Chanel that runneth 
through the Land; the South part of the Land divided by the Chanel 
is called Swazhberg, the other part ſo divided, or the North part, is 
called Laxford; within this C hanel aforeſaid are ſeveral Sounds or 
 Harbours,but the beſt and chiefeſt Sound in Shortland is Brace-Sound, 

or Broad- Soxnd, as before mentioned ; out of this Sound the afo:e- 
ſaid Channel doth run Northward. - | 

On the North part of Swa»berg lieth the high hill of Hanglix , 
from the ſaid Hangl:x about 9 Leagues Northward, lie {ome 
out-Rocks, called th2 Stars ; to the Northward of the Stars there 
1s a very 200d Harbour, called Bloows Sownd ; to the Northward of 

this laſt Sound is another good Haven, called Hze-Szund , being 
the Northernmoſt or North-Eaft Sound or Haven belonging to the 
Iſland, called Ow-ſt. 

There are other Havens or Sounds which lyeth throngh the Land, 
betyeen and about that part of Shortland called Laxford , and the 
Iſland called Jello. There are alſo other Iſlands and Sounds, which 

for brevitie ſake I forbear to mention. | 

The Merchants which Tradewith the Inhabitants of Shot laxd are 
Hamburgers, Breamers, Luberghers, Scots and Engliſh. 

The ctuef Inhabitants of the Iſlands are Scots , Js meaner or in- 
fenior ſort are a mixed people of Dares and Scots. 

The Iſlands of Shorlard, as I have been informed, were given to 
King James of bleſſed memory , by the King of Dewmark,, with 
Queen Am». being part of ker Dowry. OR. 

' The Commodities 'of Shot/and which the Inhabitants do for ſhe 
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. moſt part- Trade withal is Ling and Cod , which they take with 
| Hooks and Lines in ſmall Boats, called Tas, about the bigneſs. of 


Graveſend Oars ; the Ling they ſell for 3d. a piece, being a Ling of 
the largeſt fize, and is called a G:/d Lin we” ſmaller , _ 
have ewo for one, or three for two, md io proportionable. The 
Codis ſold for 2d. the G:/d Cod, and is mealured as the _ l 
bought of Fiſher-men , the Inhabitants of the Iſland called ”. 
11655 Gild Ling, and 834 GildCod, at 3d. the Gild Ling , and 
24, the Gild Cod; which Ling and Cod yere taken by the ſaid 
Fulhermen at ſeveral times in their ſmall Boats, and brought to my 
Booth, or place of abode every morning as they were caught ; the 
ſaid Ling and Cod being very good and Merchantable, were ſalted 
aboacd the Ship that landed me , and within ſeven weeks after my 
landing, I ſent her for Lendex with the ſaid Fiſh to the Right Ho- 
norable the Earl of Pembrook.,, as by my Books of Account , de- 
hvered into his hands, and left with him, may appear. 

There is alſo other ſmall Fiſh which the Inhabitants do catch 
with Angles Gtting on the Rocks, and in their (mall Boats with 
Hooks and Lines in the Sounds, and between the Iſlands ; and theſe 
ſmall fith are very conſiderable , for although they cannot ſpegd 
them by reaſon of the multitude they take ,. and have not in-ultry 
to make uſe of them for Tranſportation , yet the Livers they pre- 
ſerve, and with the Livers of the Lins and Cod, make Train- 
Oyle; butifitwere improved, as taking them with Nets , the 
Train-Oyle , I ſay , would amount to a confiderable ſum. And if 
this increaſe of Trade were- carried through th: whole Iſlands , it 
would be a great encouragement to all Merchants Tradin? into thoſe 

arts. 
R There were ſeveral other Merchants in the Iſland wherz I did in- 
habit , that bought Ling and Cod of the Fiſhermen ,: ſa that the 
quantity which 1 ſent for Erglazd was not above the fifth part 
taken in that Iſland: with which the whole quantity of fiſh that 
was bought by other Merchants throughout the whole Iſlands of 


- Shotland being added together, would amount to a very conſiderable 


Sum or Quantity, to the lading of many Veſſels , which might be 
much more improved, and encreaſe Trading thereby , furnithing - 
the Inhabitants with Meny and Commodities. 

In the Iſlands of Shotland there were Beeves and ſheep ſold at 
a very reaſonable rate ; I bought for my own uſe, and th: Vieualing 
the Ship ſent to Loyder, three Oxen for 37. and at an other _ 
B one 
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or-.55. whichwere fat, and about the bigneſs of the 
fmall ſort of: Cattel we have in England: There were alſo fat 
Sheep ſold for 25, and 25, 6d. per Sheep ; there were alſo other 
Creatures. for food, as Conies and Fowl, But defiring not to multi- 
ply words, I forbear to mention them, | 

The Fuel or Firing in Shotland is Peat and Turf. 

There may be Salt-Pans (et up there, and good Salt made to 
ſerve all the Fiſhing Fleet. There are very 900d: Shores for landing 
and drying of Nets, and making and drying Fiſh. 

There 1s no Night in the North of Shtland part of two months. 
in the year , as Jwunc and July. In arsIfland North of Ouxft, being 
not inhabitzd , but (tockt with wild Cows and Contes, 1 did kill 
with my Birding-piece t2n couple of Contes in one might, ſhooting 
from alittle before Sun-ſet to Sun-rifing , andit was as light as a 
cloudy Winter-day. 

I do not rem2mber any Froſt or Snow in Shotland; if any, it was 
not of log continuance ; the coldeſt weather is by reaſon of great 
Winds in the Winter-quarter, th2 wind blowing ſo violent, that no 
Sh'p dare look on the North-Coalt ; ſo that the people of thoſe 
Ifl:n.'s have little commerce with other N ations in that Quarter. 
I can ſpeak by experience, being blown down flat to the ground 
by 1h2 violence of the wind, was forced to creep on my hands and 
knees to the next wall, and going by the wall got into an houſe, or 
elſe muſt have ſtayed by the wall till the violence of the Wind were 
over. Sometimes it laſteth half a day, and ſometimes more. | 

There are ſeveral Towns in Shortland, ſo called , being about 
eight or ten houſes together , where thzy plow and ſow corn, as 
Oates, which is their chiefeſt Bread ; andif my memory do not 
much deceive me, there was 2004 Barley growing in my time. 
But thz Land might be much improved if the inhabitants were in- 
dultrious ; thy are like unto thz idle 1r:ſh, not improving any thing 
either by Sea or Land, ſpending that in th2 Winter which they get 
in Summ2r; although their Winter might be very profitable unto 
them, if thy were laborious anJ induſtrious, as the Hollanders are. 

The Goods and Commodities that are vendiblein Shotlend are 
Hooks and Lines for the taking of Ling and Cod, Nets for the taking 
of Herring, Strons-Beer , Bisket , Whzaten Meal , Salt, Peaſe , 
Fruits of all ſorts, Strong- Water, Monmouth-Caps,and many other 
particulars, which is not needful at this time to mention, 

The Inhabitants of the Iſland of O»»ft uſually have a- Bark - 
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they Trade with to Norway , where they may buy Timber f& 
Houſes Teady framed , alſo Deal Boards Tents Barks, and 
Boats of all ſorts, and other necefſaries for their uſe. 

With their ſmall Fiſhing-Boats, called Talls, they will Row inte 
the Main about two or three Leagues , more or lets, where the 
Banks are that thzy lay their Hook and Lines for Ling and Cod ; 
in one of theſe Boats Rowing with two men , and ſometimes four , 
according to the largenz(s of the Boat , they do -uſualy bring to 
_ kts morning that they go to Sea , about fifty orefixty Lins 
and Cod, 

There are many Barrels of Herrings taken by the Inhabitants, 
with their ſmall Boats, in the Sounds , and at Sea not far from 
Land , which are the gleanings of the Hollanders Buſſes ; for the 
Bufſes driving- at Sea , dreak the Skull or Shole of Herrings , and 
then the Herrings flee nzar the Shore , and through the Sounds , 
where thzſe ſmall Boats , with thoſe Nets they have, take them. 
But if they had, better Tackling and Boatz , they might take five 
tundred Barrels for one, which would much enrich the Iflands, and 
by encreaſing of Trade would _ his Majeſty's Revenue. 

I was an eye-witneſs of the Hollanders Buſſes Fiſhing for 
Herring on the coa:t of Shortland, not far how Ounſt , one of the 
Northermoſt Iſlands ; demanding the nutfiber of them , was in- 
formed by ſeveral perſons of quality , that thz Fleet conſiſted of 
x 500 Sail , and that there were above 2o Wafters , as they call'd 
them, which were Ships carr, ing about 3o Guns a piece , being 
the Convoys of the Fleet of Buſles ; which ſaid Bufſes wer2 of the 
burden of about 8o Tun. 

There were alto a ſmall Fleet of Dogoer- boats , which were of 
the burden of 60 Tun and upward , which' did fiſh onely with 
Hooks and Lines for Ling and Cod. Many of theſe Boats and 
Bufſes came into ſeveral Havens or Sounds , to fit and trim them- 
ſelves, One thing was obſervable, that within eight or ten days after 
the Dogeer-Boats vent to Sea , they came into the Sound again 
ſo full laden as thzy could ſim. The certain number of Dogver- 
Boats1 could not learn, but thz general report was about 400. 

The Compoſition of the Hollaxders, as I was informed after my 
comming into Exg/and, was an Annual Rent of 100000 1. and 
x 00000 {. in hand ; and never having been paid or brought into the 
Exchequer , as I could hear of, there is in Arrearaggs above 
2590000 1, an acceptable ſum , and which would come very _ 
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pily. for 'the preſent occaſions of his Majeſty, | 
. As forthe charzes in Building, Rigging , and ſetting forth the 
Buffes to Sea , with Nets and other Materials for the Fiſhing, as 
Iſo Dogger-Boats for Ling and Cod, I refer to ſeveral Books in 
rint, as, The Koyal Herring-Buſs Fiſhing ; and, A Narrative of 
th: Rejal Fiſhing , both ſer forth by Mr. Simon Smath , who is 
well experienced 1n thoſe affairs. 
. If Cod would pleaſe to put it into the heart of our Gracious 
King and his Subjects to fet out iucha Fleet of Buſſes, as before 
mention2d, for the Fiſhing-Trade, bing in our own Seas, and on 
our own ground ; and that the Hollenders and all Strangers may be 
diicharg2d from Fiſhing in thoſe Seas, and the Hambargers, 
Breamers, and Lubeckers , and all Stranvers , from Trading in the 
_ of Orkney and Shotland , and that onely the Subyzects of the 
thrze Kingdoms may have the Trading and Fiſhing , 1t would make 
our King one of the greateſt Monarchs in the world, for Riches 
and Glory ; and the Three Kingdoms the happieſt. people in Chri- 
ſtendom, and there would not bz one wanting Bread ; but the hzarts 
of thz Subjects would be lifred up with praiſes to God and our 
King. 

For it is well known, that Trading is the life of all the habitable 
world, and therefore much more of theſe Three Kingdoms , which 
are but Iſlands , and ſo populous , that we are ready to devour one 
the other; and if Trading be not enereaſed and maintained amongſt 
us , We ſhall ina ſhort time be the moſt deſpicable Peopte in the 
world, and the derifion of all Nations. 

Having in thirty years Experience in Travelling England , 
Scotland , and Ireland , and other parts, obſerved , That without 
Trading no Nation can ſubfiſt , which I humbly conceive I ſhall be 
able to make 200d againſt all oppoſers thereof , which are enemies 
to your Sacred Majeſty , and theſe three Kin?doms : And that if 
there be not an increaſe of Trade powerfully carried on , we are an 
undone People ,, as I ſhall make more fully appear by my enſuing 
Diſcourſe. | 

Now 1t is well known to all , who are not quite ignorant of the 
courſe of Trade and Mzrchandife, that the Traffick of Exrope hath 
been engroſſed into the. hands, and carried on all along by the 
V enetians, Genoeſe, Portugalls, Eafterlings, Hollanders , and Eng- 
bſk; all which I ſhall briefly run through, and ſhew-how the failer 
and decay of One., was the original riſe to Another , —_ 
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whole at preſent is divided between the Hollanders and us. © 
: 1 ſhall begin with Yerice , That City therefore and Genoe at 
firſt, two pretty equal Common-wealths , by reaſon of that my. 
tual advantage they had one of another , and community of Trade 
to.the ſame places, were counter-ballances one to another ; in 
one thing the Venet:ans than the Geroeſe , in another the Genoeſe 
than the Venetians, being better lupplied ; for if the YVenerians had 
better Shipping , the Genoeſe had richer Merchants , anda greater 
Bank, ms jr continued : Till Yemce diſdaining to be confin'd 
in ſo narrow limits, as was-the compals of its City , encreaſed its 
Dominion , and adding to its Power greater Induſtry, utterly undid 
the Genzeſe , underſold them in their beſt Commedities, and ſo 
wore them out z which they could well do , being better in this 
continuance of time provided, as to Men, Mony, and all manner of 
Proviſions. 

Hence they made themſelves Lords of all the Trade of the 
Levant , comprehending in it Twrkey, part of Africk, and /taly : 
and by multitude of Ships of their own , tranſported the Commo- 
dities of thoſe Countries into France , England , and the Nether 
lands. They made their way alſo into the dies, and all over 


Perſia by their Caravans, and by Egypt and Aleppo returned thznce 


all kind of Silks and Spices, and told them, at their own Rates, 
where ever they found the beſt vent, and {o thy continued to do 
at exceſſive Rates , though nqt without extraordinary Gains , by 
reaſon of the difficalty of conyeyance; till the Portzngals diſ- 
covered the paſſage to the Indies by the Cape of good Hope , re- 
cetving in Exchange for th2 Commodities ſo Bartered , the Staple 
Commodities of all the Countries they Traded to; Here in Exg- 
lad they had for them Cloth, Tin, Lead, 8c. and with which we 
our ſelves , by our own Shipping, cheaper , and with greater gain , 
might have ſupplyed /aly, Twrky, and the greateſt part of Africk, 

Hence al(o that State, at firſt confined to a ſ:w ſcattzred Tflands, 
on which by degrees they built their City ,, whither before they 
onely fled for ſecurity, came to encreaſe and grovy to that heichth in 
which now it is, nay greater in all probability ; for by the decaying 
of Trade , their Power and Dominion. hath ſenfbly decayed. By 
the greatneſs of their Trade they enlarged the'r Junſdiaien , both 
upon the Levant Seas, and very high into.the Main Land, in 
Lombardy, Grecia , on the oe of Milan z, conquered and 
purchaſed many conſiderable Iſlands in thz Mediterranean , as 


Cady , 
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andy , Zant , Cyprus , andother places which lay convenient , 
both = -——_ and ſecurity of the Trade and Navigation of that 
Republick, 

% would be tedious for me to recount how many Colonies 
they have diſperſed over the world, and that fear and jealouſte 
other Kings and Emperors have had of its growing ſtrength ; how 
that City was thought to have a dehgn upon the Soveraignty of 
Zraly, and the many combinations to prevent. And all this to 
have compaſſed f om ſo ſmall a beginning , onely by the extent of 
its Trade, as its neighbour Roye enjoyed it by Rrength of Arms. 

After the Venetians and Genoeſe , th? Eaſterlings or Hance- 
Towns were Maſter of the Trade and Commodities tranſported 
from Moſcovy, Poland, Germany, Sweden, Pruſſia, Denmark, &Cc. 
and with them, by their abundance of Shipping, ſerved England, 
France, Spain, andthe Low-Counries. Aud that in regard of that 
continual need we had of the Commodities of thoſe parts or people, 
as Hemp , all manner of Cordage, Sope-Aſhes, Flax, Pitch, Tar , 
Maſts, Corn, &c. They received in return f:om us our Staple 
Commodities, which by their own Ships, at their own Rates, they . 
conveyed all over Exrope , when we for want of Shipping cguld 
not : bat did ſee their exceſlive gains, and yet were forced fo be 
content, Even here in England they had very great privileges , 
mighty induloencies ; and our of that neceſſity we thought we had 
of them, finding by them the ſpeedieſt vent for our Commodities, 
we embraced them into our boſom, ſo that by degrees they began 
to be very potent upon the Northern Seas , and upon every 0c- 
caſion were ready to turn our enemies, the molt dangerous, becaufe, 
as it were , within our own bowels : Hence taking advantage , in 
their Shipping the Saxons, Danes , and Nyrmans invaded Enyland ; 
and the Hance-Towns were grown formidable both to 7taly and 
France. Put as their Trading decayed, ſo did alſo their Strength , 
and their Shipping being waſted , they have undergone the ſame 
neceſſity that others, once famous Cities of Mart, have done, and 
have utterly loſt all their power and fireneth by Sea. 

The Portingals diſcovering the way to the [ndies by the (ape of 
good Hope , quickly became Engrofſers of the whole Trade thither, 
and by the ſame ftratagem and device undermined at once the 
the Venetian and all the Hance-Towns , whereupon encreafing with 
the ſtrength'of Spar, they made themſelves the terror of all round 
about th:m, and a very rich Nation and People withirr it _ 
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This was the firſt riſe of the Porringals , who lying fo commo- 
diouſly for Navigation , and a no leſs induſtrious than a very 
cautelous people in the management of their affairs, proceeded 10 
far , that Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed memory jealous of them , 
fearing leſt Spazx ſhould joyn with them, and of their future great- 
nels , continnally encreafing by realon of its Traffick into the Eaſt 
and Weſt-Indies , for the ſecurity of her ſelf, and ſafety of all her 
000d Subjets, endeavoured to make her ſelf equal in ftrength, and 
counterpoiſe them , if poſſible , by the enlargement of the Trade of 
Great-Britais , and this ſhe proſecuted with ſo much vigour, and 
ſo ſucceſsfully, that in a little ſpace England had as great a Trade 
and Power by Sea, as either the King of Spary , or any Principality 
of Enrope. 

. But before her time , in the Reign of King Edward the 6th. 
our own Merchants diſcovered the Trade into/Moſcovy by the way of 
St. Nicholas, ever fince which time, in our own Shipping we have 
thence tranſported home all the Commedines of that large and 
vaſt Country , formerly brought in by the Hanes-Towns , theig 
Agents and Merchants. 

And whereas a great part of thoſe ſame Commocities, as Ca- 
vear; Tallow, Hydes, &c. are not vendible in England, and being 
Bought . mrft be again Sold or Exchanged , Need and Uſe hath 
found a better Vent for them in /taly , and other | ap of the Le- 
vant, whereupon firlt began our Trade there; a Trace, which though 


it at firlt appeared very ſma'l and inconfiderable,increaſed in a few? 


years to that heighth of Improvement, that within go or 100 years, 
we have worn the Venerians out of all that mighty Trade they carried 
from thoſe parts, or in T#rky, and all over (C hriftendom. 

£0 that by this you eafily ſee how Trade hath flouriſhed and de- 
cayedin Genoa , Venice , the Hance-Towns , and Portingal , the 
whole being now fallen betwixt Us and the Hollander, either 
liriving who ſhall uſe means moſt effeQual for advancing the 
ceneral Trade of its Country ; and though-the Hollanders hath by 
Art and Induſtry better improved his Intereſt , yet that wherein h's 
Intereſt moſt li:s may obviouſly appear , and wherein, in that very 
particular, we may, if we pleaſe, go before them, I ſhall thus endea- 
vour to demonſtrate. : 

The Hollanders have not at preſerit, neithzr ever had any other 
means to riſe to this greatneſs cf Wealth and Trade, but by be- 
taking themſelves to Fiſhing, being a People of corſtant Labour , 


and 


and unwearied Induſtry ; a multitude in a Spot of Land , which 
doth not afford them any Commodities ſufficient to be the ground 
even of a mean Trade. 

They firlt beg1n, and all along have drove this Trace of Fiſhing, 
being their Original of all Trade , upon our Coaſt , and the Coatt 
of Scotland, oo which they employ thouſands of poor people , be- 
ſides others of a better Rank , making ſome Mariners and Fiſher- 
men , others they keep at work about the making and mending of 
N ets; others they employ as Merchants about the Tranſportation or 
Exchanoing of their Fiſh far other Commodities. So that in all 
Holland you ſhall ſcarce ſee one Beggar , there being ſo many 
thouſand things, or particular: Trades, or Imployments belonging to 
the Fiſhing-Trade, out of which they may find a Livelyhood. 

They employ alſo hereby Lew ſore of Ships, andin the indu- 
firions management hereof , make us in Exgland at what rate they 
pleaſe buy our own Fith. 

© The great quantity of Herring every year they take , they tran- 
ſport to Dantzich,, Melvin, Quinbrongh, Leghorx , and other 
parts; and with the Returns they make of them, buy Corn, Hemp, 
Flax, Pitch, Tar , Clap-boards, andother Commodities ; and in 
Helland Rore them up into a Magazin , whence they again diſperſe 
them into /taly , France, Spain, yea England, and all over 
Exrope. | 

Filh, and the Fiſhing-Trade being the onely Stock upon which 
=_ continually live and ſpend, putting off moſt there where they 
find the bett Rates; and this hath encreaſed their Shipping and 
Wealth , that now they have lengthned their power all over rhe 
World, and in moſt Countries have a conſiderable Stock. And this 
erowing and encreafing of th.1rs hath been within the ſpace of 70 
or $0 years, andyet they are not come to their heighth , for every 
day they glory in ſome new addition to their Sway. Andif care be 
not taken of this their growth, they will within few years not onely 
be Maſter of our Seas but of our Trades too. 

His Majeſty hath been pe Emarn to take this into his 
Princely conhdzration , and if it be ſeconded with the prudent 
management of thoſe Commuiſioners he hath already imployed in 
the carrying it on, I dare be bold to ſay the Hollanders are at their 
Meridian. * 

For firſt of all, Exgland is not inferior to the Nytherlands , nay, 
W2 are before them in all the Advantages both ef Art and _— 
E The 
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-... The ſcituation of our Country is ſuch , that for the convenience 
of all kind of Marts the world hath not the like , and being ſeated 
between the North and South , ſo thatitis fix'd, as it were, by Art 
and Nature, the fitteſt Staple for both Northern and Southern 
Commodities, | 

Secondly , our Ports and Harbours are fairer and ſafer, having 
200d Anchoring , and more in number throughout the three King- 
domy , than any Country in Chriſtendom can boaſt of. 

- And then thirdly, which exceedeth , we have valuable Commo- 
dities , as to the quantity and quality of them , ſuchas are the in- 
riching of aK thoſe that trade with them. 

So that if we are net our own Enemies , and will but be a little 
induftrious , one quarter of that will ſerve and be enough in Eng- 
land, which is but n2c2ſlaty and ſcarce ſuſficient in Holland ; adding 
thereto providence for the employing our own Shipping , and not 
any Forreigrers, we ſhall within few years have the greateſt power 
at Sea, arid make our ſelves Maſter of all Trades; and the Hol/ax- 
ders 4 (ervant to that Wealth and Power , of which at preſent he 1s 
the ſole Maſter. | 

But for the quicker advancement of ſo great and noble a work , 
there is neceſſary to be a Prote&ion and Favour of his Majeſty to 
all manner of Trades , ſo that they be not carried on by Strangers , 
and ated by them, as at preſent it is in andabout thz City of Lon- 
don , there being thouſands of them up and down the Suburbs , 
French , and Dmteh , and others, who live as it were upon the 
ruines of the poor free-born Citizens, vending any unmerchan- 
table ware, an1 at lower Rates than any other honeſt Tradeſman 
can. AnJ this I humbly conceive is the reaſon why Trading hath 
been ſo bad and dead in this gr2at City for theſe late years, 

But th2 prudence of his Majeſty is ſuch , and under h's proſpe- 
rous Reign all things ſo readily begin to runin th2ic old Chanel , 
that we doubt not but in a little time Trading and Merchandize will 
do {0 too, and not be any longer the burden of the Land for ch2 Lack 
of it, but of the Sea in bringing it hither. 

After men comes mony , and without this ſure Foundation , we 
ſhall never be able to make any Superltrucure to Rand. 

There muſt be a Stock of Shipping , Mony, and Commodities ; 
for Commodities in Traffick will bring in more Mony , and Mony 
commands all Commodities, and to attempt this without both , 
or at leaſt on? of theſe two, ng a Soldier going to Battel _ 
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his Offenſive and Defenſive Weapons ; with.the one we: offend all 
our Enemies, the Engroflers of our Trade : and with the other we 
defend our ſelves againſt their moſt powerful aflaults. 

In antient times , Merchants and Tradeſmen were very careful 
to- provide and lay up a Stock of Mony for the building of Ships , 

buying of Commodities to Trade with. But in theſe latter years, 
as within 40 or 50 years , they have disburſed much mony in pur- 
chaſing Land, and building Rately Houſes , minding plezfure more 
then profit, and have neglected Trade, to the undoing of many of 
them, and that great cauſe of the decaying of Trade, 

Therefore to preſerve and uphold Trade , 1 humbly offer unts 
his Majeſty's confideration , and His Honorable Council , that all 
Merchants and Tradeſmen within the Three Kingdoms may be re- 
ſtrained from purchaſing Land above the yearly value in Rent of 

ounds. 

This being effe&29, and the Fiſhing-Trade carried on, will with- 
in few years make the greateſt Bank of Mony , and the greateſt 
Trade in the three Kingdoms, to be equal, if not greater , than any 
Trade or Bank of Mony in the world. | 

For her<by great and vaſt ſums of mony, which are nw con- 
ſumed in continual Purchaſes, wilt be expended onely in and about 
Trade and Traffick in general ; and the belt fecurity for this Mony 
will bz a ſetled Bank, which all will of neceſhty uſe. 

Having not readanvy of thoſe Books which are in Print concern- 
ing the Fiſhing-Trade , but referring to ſeveral Books thar I heard 
of, andnot knowing the number of Buſles altotted or appointed 
to be bouvht or built , neither how they ſhall be diſpoſed of as to 
their Ports or Harbours ; therefore I make bold to offer my jude. 
ment. | 

That a certain number of Bufles be bought or built, as alſo 
Dooger-Boats ; the number of Bufſes to confiſt of 1000 or 
1505, or thereabouts; for that ſome years 15000 may as ſoon 
catch their Lading as 500, and therefore more conſiderable as to 
the charges of the three Kingdoms ; for a fmall number of Bufſes 
will not do the work. : ; 

The Dogger-Boats which Fiſh onely for Ling and Cod , would 
confift of 4co, or thereabouts. 

Theſe Bufſes and Doogger-Boats being fitted for Sea to proceed 
in their Fiſhing, that then they be ſent or appointed to ſeveral Ports 
or Harbours of the three Kingdoms , that he moſt convenient for 
che Fiſhing. And 
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And that the Counties he... theſe Ports do belong to, 


be enjoyned to keep the ſame number of Buſles and Boats perpe- 
am DA to Sea for the Fiſhing, as was de- 
vered to | | 
And if by reaſon that thoſe Counties, which have the moſt and 
beft Harbours, and that lie moſt convenient for the Fiſhing Trade , 
will bear the greateſt burden,by reaſon the greateſt number of Buſes 
will be ſent to theſe Ports. GE 
Then thirdly, 1 humbly offer , that the Undertakers of the (aid 
Counties have allowance out of the main Stock or Bank of Mony , 
zonable to their Charges. 
And I do further humbly offer unto conſideration , that there be 


a Corporation made of all the Adventurers for the Fiſhing-Trade , 
- and 


at Merchants and Tradeſmen be admitted into this Cor- 
poration. _ ; 
And that ts Corporation be armed with large Privileges, and 
ample Immunaties, for the Tranſportation of the 1aid Fiſh, 


I might have alſo told you of the Pilcher-Fiſhing , and for Ling 
and Cod on the W.{t and North-Weſt of England, and that great 
Pilcher-Fiſhing, and Fiſhing for Cod on the Weſt Coaſt of Ire- 
land, frequented by thoſe of Biſcay , Galicia, and Portugal; but 
they are {0 well known that I forbear to mention them. 

The Iflands that belong to Scotland, and lie on the North, North- 
Wett, and Weſt of Scat/and,which are uſeful for the Fiſhing-Trade, 
are in number 94. 

And whereas it is credibly reported , that above 220 Fiſher- 
Towns are decayed and reduced to extream povengy for want of 
favour, ſuccour, and proreion : On the contrary, by diligent en- 
deavorring to make uſe of ſo great a bleſſing, as is offered unto us by 
the Seas, we might ina ſhort time repair thoſe decayed _ and 
add both Honor, Strength, and Riches to our King and Country. 

The Premiſes being taken into ſerious conſideration , it maketh 
much to the ignominy and ſhame of our Nation, that God and Na- 
ture offering us ſo great a Treaſure, even at our own doors, we do 
notwithſtanding negle& the benefit thereof. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


ND to. conclude, ſuch is the clear and indubitable right of our 
Soveraign Lord the King to the Superiority of the ' Briteſh 
Seas, that no man<can produce clearer evidence for any part of his 
Ettate : Andas thoſe Seas , under God, are the principal means of 
our Wealth and Safety ; ſo it doth much concern all his erue Sub- 
xs, who are bound by the Lay of Grace and Nature , with heart 
and hand, to preſerve and maintain the ſame with the hazard of their 
Lives, Goods, and Fortunes. 


